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One of the most unique coastal beaches on the entire east coast of the United 
States, Sunset Beach is aptly named for both the beautiful sunsets AND it’s 
ideal location at the end of Sunset Boulevard on the southern tip of New Jersey. 
Visitors enjoy views of the sunset on a 100% unobscured horizon.The sunsets here 
are among the most brilliant and colorful you can imagine, due to atmospheric 
conditions caused by the interaction of sea breezes on the bay. 

The Evening Flag Ceremony ...a 44-year tradition at Sunset Beach 
Nightly Memorial Day Weekend through September 30th 

When visiting Cape May, plan to spend at least one leisurely evening at Sunset 
Beach for our patriotic flag ceremony. Arrive early (5-6pm) for a bite to eat at 
The Grille, play a round of Mini Golf, comb the beach for a famous Cape May 
Diamond and do a little shopping before you take in this moving event. Each 
evening, you’ll enjoy God Bless America and the National Anthem before a U.S. 
veterans’ casket flag is lowered to the sound ofTaps, approximately 30 minutes 
before sunset. 

SHOPPING 1 

Sea Shells 
Bath & Body 
Apparel Shop 
Gold & Silver jewelry 


Cape May Diamond Jewelry 
Specialty & Gourmet Foods 
Garden/Gem (All Garden items made in USA) 
Home Decor & So Much More! 

Order online or by phone. 

18 HOLE MINIATURE GOLF 

• 9 Holes Handicap/Wheel Chair Accessible 

• Complete with Sand Traps & Water Hazards 

• Each Hole Offers a Scenic View of Sunset Beach 

• Challenging & Fun for the Entire Family 


All Shops, Grille, Golf & Restrooms are Handicap Accessible 
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Enjoyable Experience For the Whole Family! 

Free Parking * Collect Cape May Diamonds • Concrete Ship “Atlantus” 
Dolphin Watching • Evening Flag Ceremony • Find Indian Arrowheads 
Unsurpassed Sunsets • Pelagic Bird Watching 
Walking Distance to the Cape May Lighthouse, State Park andWWII Lookout Tower 


Foot of Sunset Blvd. • PO Box 485 • Cape May Point, NJ 08212 
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Visit Our Scenic View 
Miniature Golf Course! 
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Visit one of the East Coast’s most unique beaches. Located at the very tip of South 
Jersey and the end of Sunset Boulevard, Sunset Beach offers an unobstructed view 
of spectacular sunsets over the waters of the Delaware Bay. Atmospheric conditions 
caused by the interaction of sea breezes across the bay waters create spectacular colors 
as the sun sinks below the horizon. 

Specialty & Gourmet Foods • Bath & Body • Sea Shells • Apparel Shop 
Gold & Silver Jewelry • Home Decor & So Much More! 

At the End of Sunset Blvd., Cape May Point, NJ 08212 • In LowerTownship 
GPS Users: 502 Sunset Blvd., Cape May Point, NJ 08212 
www.sunsetbeachnj.com 

; T; facebook.com/Sunsetbeachgifts 


l Cape May Diamonds • Cool Breezes » 










T he “Cape May Diamonds” are found in abundance on Sunset 
Beach in historic Cape May Point. From early Spring until late 
fall, visitors come by the thousands to collect “Cape May Diamonds,” 
fossils and Indian artifacts in the shadow of the concrete ship “Atlantus. 


T he Kechemeche were the first to find the beautiful translucent 
stones now known as “Cape May Diamonds.” The gems were 
found in limited areas on the beach along Delaware Bay.These gems 
were held in high esteem by Indians, who attached mystical powers 
and a sacred trust to their possession.The Kechemeche believed these 
curious stones possessed supernatural powers, influencing the success, 
well-being and good fortune of the possessor. 

■TThe bonds of friendship and lasting good will were often sealed 
I with the gift or exchange of these beautiful sacred gems.This 
was especially true of those gems which were larger and free of any 
flaws. One of the largest “Cape May Diamonds” was presented to an 
early settler, Christopher Learning, by King Nummy, last chief of the 
Lenni-Lenape. King Nummy received the gem from the Kechemeche as 
a tribute to him and as proof of their faithfulness and loyalty. 


D ue to a critical shortage of steel, during World War I, the 
federal government turned to experimental design concrete 
ships. An emergency fleet of 38 concrete ships were planned by the 
United States Shipping Board. Only 12 of the concrete ships were ever 
put into service.Two others had construction begun, but they were never 
completed. 

T he “Atlantus” was the second prototype, a 3,000 ton 250 foot 
long freighter. It was built with a 5 inch thick hull of special 
concrete aggregate, to correct shattering and brittleness problems found 
in the first concrete ship. 

T he “Atlantus” was built by the Liberty Shipbuilding Corporation 
of Brunswick, Georgia. She was launched on November 21 st, 

1918, at Wilmington, North 
pi Carolina. Commissioned 

^ J une 1 st 1919 > the “Atlantus” 

^ : served for a year as a 

government owned privately 
operated commercial coal 
steamer in New England. 

\A/ith the end of 
f f the war, the 
more efficient steel ships 
311: were again avaiiable.The 

r “Concrete Fleet” was 

■ m decommissioned.The 

“Atlantus” was sent to the 
“Bone Yard” at Pigs Point, in Norfolk,Virginia in September of 1920. A 
year later the “Atlantus” was stripped after being purchased by a salvage 
company. 


M r. Learning had the stone sent back to the old country. In 

Amsterdam, Holland, a lapidary expert cut and polished it into 
a most beautiful gem. 


T hese beautiful m 

gems we know as m 

“Cape May Diamonds” / m | 

are pure quartz crystals, 
thrown by tides to appear 
as pebbles on the beach. 

Quartz is the most m ** , f I 

common of minerals, 

coming in a variety of 

colors.The source of the 

“Cape May Diamonds” is 

the upper reaches of the 

Delaware River, some two 

hundred miles upstream, where for thousands of years the swift waters 
have eroded away pockets and veins of quartz crystal.Then begins the 
long journey to the ocean, taking thousands of years to complete. Upon 
reaching the mouth of the Delaware Bay, some 17 miles across, they are 
propelled swiftly.This is because the belly of the Bay is 26 miles across, 
causing a strong flow on both the outgoing and incoming tides.This 
strong flow comes against the sides of the concrete ship “Atlantus”, 
which swirls the quartz pebbles ashore, along with other material, 
including fossil sharks' teeth and Indian arrowheads.The larger stones 
come ashore mostly in the winter months when the surf is considerably 
stronger, particularly during storms. 


I n 1926, the “Atlantus” was towed to Cape May, New Jersey. A 
Baltimore firm was attempting to start a ferry service from Cape 
May, New Jersey to Lewes, Delaware. It was planned to have a channel 
dredge well into shore.The “Atlantus” would then be forced into the 
channel. A special drawbridge type of device was to be mounted on the 
exposed end.Two other hulls would be sunk at angles creating a “Y” 
shape.The ferry would dock by wedging in and cars and passengers 
would load and unload by use of the drawbridge. 

W hile awaiting positioning, the “Atlantus” broke loose of her 
moorings during a storm June 8th, 1926 and went aground. 
Several attempts were made to free the “Atlantus,” but they were futile. 

T housands of visitors come annually to view the cracked 

weather-beaten hull and collect beautiful “Cape May Diamonds” 
that lie in abundance on Sunset Beach in Historic Cape May Point, New 
Jersey. 


T he “Cape May Diamonds” come in a variety of sizes. Finds as 
large as eggs have been reported. On one occasion, a gem 
weighing over one pound was found. 

%A#hen polished or cut and faceted, these gems have the 
▼ ▼ appearance of a genuine diamond. When finished, “Cape 
May Diamonds” can be mounted in gold, silver or platinum, creating 
beautiful jewelry items. 


Cape May Point was the tribal headquarters of the 
Kechemeche Indians, a component part of the Lenni-Lenape Council. 

These Indians were blood affiliates of the Algonquin Nation, 

a peace loving tribe of aborigines. 


For over 88 years just off Sunset Beach, in Historic 
Cape May Point, New Jersey, lies the concrete ship 
“Atlantus” 







